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Solar Storm

David Marlatt

A solar storm (or solar flare) is a large explosion in the Sun’s atmosphere releasing massive amounts of
energy. The first ever recorded was by British astronomer Richard Carrington in 1859. What he witnessed
was the most powerful solar flare of the last 500 years and was called the Carrington Event. It caused
spectacular auroras (usually only found on the poles of the earth) to be seen as far south as Cuba. Auroras are
caused by collisions in the Earth’s magnetic field by charged particles. Solar storms could last 24-48 hours
and the effects can be felt here on Earth. It can disrupt power grids, navigation systems as well as satellites
and work done by astronauts in space.

The opening should be very dramatic and bold. Exact coordination of the percussionists is crucial - they
should sound like one. The wind players entry at 11 should be biting and intense. Accents throughout the
work should be exaggerated to make the most of the shifting rhythmic feel.

Sunspots - this should be played very short - secco. This is contrasted by the soprano, flugel and baritone at
131.

Ode to Helios - sustained and chant-like. This is the spiritual worship by peoples thousands of years ago not
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storms leads the listener to the next section.

Aurora Borealis - the elegant bold light show that is an aurora must come through in this broad section. The
euphoniums and baritones must sound massive whenever they play.

World premiere performed by the Cambridge Brass Band
at the New Zealand National Brass Band competition in July 2012.

David Marlatt has composed pieces for concert band, string orchestra, brass quintet, trumpet ensemble, piano, tuba and trumpet.
His writing style is diverse and he has written for a wide range of difficulty levels from very young concert band to professional
brass quintet. His jazz based trumpet ensemble pieces Groovy Vamp and A Coconut Named Alex have been well received by
audiences everywhere and his concert band compositions are found on many festival lists. He has also arranged over 800 pieces of
repertoire from the Baroque to the Romantic eras such as Monteverdi madrigals, a large suite of music from Handel’s Messiah,
Largo from New World Symphony and even Mahler’s First Symphony.
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Commissioned by the Cambridge Brass Band, New Zealand, Michelle Flint Conductor
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